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A passport is like a ticket.  It lets you go places you want to go, and it tells the story of your travels.  If you’ve ever traveled outside your home country, you probably have a passport.

A World of Girls has a passport, too.  Along this journey, your passport will tell the story of all you do as a leader, on your own and with your Brownie team.

Look at the next page and pages 38 – 40!  Your passport will tell the wonderful story of your A World of Girls journey.  So get started.  Place a picture of yourself in your passport.  Fill in other things about yourself, now or anytime you like.

MY PASSPORT
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Me! _____________________________________________
When and where I was born __________________________
_________________________________________________
Where I live ______________________________________
My Brownie group and where it meets

_________________________________________________
Some important people in my life _________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
My favorite color _____________________________________________________
My favorite foods ____________________________________________________
Some special skills of mine _____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Fun things I like to share with my friends _________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
The World is FILLED with Girls,

and Stories, Too!
Stories are everywhere, and so are girls!  They’re in books and movies.  They’re on the Web and on TV.  Stories and girls are all over the world.  They’re all around you, too.
Stories are one of the best ways to explore what life is like for girls around the world.  And in stories, you can find clues about what you might do to make life better for girls, near and far!

Making the world better for girls – that’s the story of this journey.  And that’s the story of Girl scouts, too!

What a wonderful story!

Good stories have lots of action.  One thing happens, then something else happens, and then something else!  You’re at the start of your journey story!  What will happen next?
4 AWARDS, Just for You!
Awards are a beloved Girl Scout tradition!  On this journey, as you explore stories and their clues, you’ll earn important awards.  When you add your awards to your Brownie vest, you’ll feel proud and confident!
Your awards will remind you of all the fun you have on this journey.  They will remind you of how you
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Your Awards will remind you of how you’ve grown as a leader who teachers and inspires others and makes the world a better place.  Your awards will also remind you of the story of your journey.  By sharing the story of your journey, you can inspire others to make the world better, too.
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Everyone in your life has stories to share.  So listen for stories wherever you go!  When you hear a story, listen for clues about what could change to make things better.  Maybe you can make those changes!  And if you share the story, other people can join you in making those changes, too!
Daisy’s World of Girls
Juliette “Daisy” Gordon Low started the Girl Scouts nearly 100 years ago.  If Daisy were telling a story about herself when she was a girl, it would probably take place at her home in Georgia.  Imagine what Daisy would have wanted to change in her world of girls!
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Finding a Good Clue
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Whoa!  Walking alone through a forest is not safe!  That’s a clue.  Little Red Riding Hood needs a safe way to get to her grandmother’s house.  That would change her life for the better, wouldn’t it?
Here are some good ways to find clues in other stories you might hear:

Look for what might change to help the main character.  Is it something you and your Brownie team could help change for others, too?
Making a change is taking action!  That’s what this journey is all about.  And that’s what Girl Scouts is all about.  Taking action can change a story for the better.

CHANGING STORIES

for the Better
How about using clues to change stories for the better right now?  Start with the adventures of the Brownie friends.  Flip your book or go to Side 2 Stories and take a look.  What do you think needs to change for the better on their first adventure?

In Jordan, the Brownie friends meet Shali, who has trouble reading.  She wants to read about plants, but books about them are too hard for her.

What I would change to make Shali’s world better:

_____________________________________________________This would make things better because: ________________________________________________
The books at Chosita’s school in Thailand were ruined by a big storm.

What if you went to school and all the books there were damaged, too?  What could you and your friends do about it? _________________________________________________________________
Now, try two more stories!  What would you change in the following stories to make the characters’ lives better?  Don’t know the stories?  Visit a library! 

Ramona Quimby, Age 8  by Beverly Cleary 

Ramona gets goopy egg in her hair and thinks her teacher doesn’t like her.

I would change _____________________________________________________.

This would make things better because: ___________________________________.

The Paperbag Princess  by Robert Munsch 

A girl faces the dragon who burned her clothes and decides to live her own life instead of marrying a prince.

I would change ______________________________________________________.

This would make things better because: _____________________________________.

Now, FIND A CLUE in Your Favorite Story  

What is your favorite story that . . . 

Has main characters who are girls or women? ________________________________.

Has a clue that shows that something in the story needs to change for the better? ___________________________________________________________________.

How could you make the same kind of change in your world?

Clues CLOSE to HOME

The world’s a big place, that’s for sure!  So you might get started listening for stories and their clues in your own girl world.  Getting others to share their stories is a great way to learn about what the world needs.

When you ask someone to tell you a story, BE PREPARED.  Have a few questions ready.  Ask them what they remember about being a young girl.
Then ask these three questions:

1. When you were younger, what did you want to change in the world?
2. What do you want to change about the world today?
3. What could my Brownie team and I do to bring about the change you want?
If more questions come to mind, ask them as you go!

NOW, GIVE IT A TRY!
Picturing Your World of Girls
You’ve probably heard someone say, “A picture is worth a thousand words.”  That’s because pictures can tell stories.  Here’s a place for pictures of the girls and women in your world!  See if you can show what makes each girl or women special to you.
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Women in MY WORLD:

What They Want to Change, and 

How I COULD MAKE That Change . . . 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tell Your Stories Again and Again!

It’s fun to tell stories over and over.  Retell a story you learned from a woman in your life.  Retell it in a fun way - with words, pictures, photographs, or things you find lying around, like leaves or pieces of fabric!
MUSIC IS A WAY TO SHARE STORIES, TOO!
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Elizabeth “Libba” Cotton was a guitar player who taught herself how to play guitar as a young girl.  When she was 11, she bought her first guitar with money she saved.  She named her guitar Stella.

Libba became famous for a song called “Freight Train,” which she wrote when she was young.  The song told the story of trains she saw coming and going from the University of North Carolina.  Libba once said the story of how her song came to be was a long story.  You can listen to her stalk about the song and hear her sing it on the Web.  Just ask an adult to find you a video of Libba playing “Freight Train.”
STORIES CAN PLANT SEEDS OF UNDERSTANDING
Rhiana Yazzie writes plays, which are stories acted out on a stage.  Rhiana believes plays can change the world.

Rhiana grew up in new Mexico.  Her mother is Italian and black.  Her father is a Navajo.  So Rhiana tells stories that describe lots of places and lots of traditions.  Her stories introduce us to new people and new cultures.
Her play, “Chile Pod,” tells the story of Carmen, a girl who moved to the United States from Mexico.  She speaks Mixtec, the Indian language of her homeland.  Everyone else at her school speaks English or Spanish.  So making friends is hard.  But sharing music is easy.  Carmen sees that music is a language everyone understands.  By sharing her music, Carmen’s life changes for the better.
What might you and your Brownie team do to make things better for new kids at school?
Parks Make the World BETTER!

Flip this book (pages 6 – 7).  The Brownie friends play together in a park in their hometown of Green Falls.  Not all girls have such a nice place to play.  So that’s a story that needs to change!  A nice, outdoor space to play in could make life better for some girls.

If you could create a park, what would it have?  A skating rink?  A big tree under which you could sit and read?  Water to dip or in which you could dip?  Birds?  A garden?  How would your park make girls’ lives better?  Draw your park here or on a larger piece of paper?
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The trefoil [pronounced TREE-foyl] has always been the Girl Scout symbol.  It’s the shape of the Girl Scout logo, too.  See how the Girl Scout logo looks like three sisters?  How about creating a symbol for another of your girl worlds?
Your BROWNIE World

An awesome thing about being a Girl Scout Brownie is that it gives you an instant world of girls!  As you grow up in Girl Scouts, your connections to this world of girls keep on growing.

The Girl Scout Law says to be a sister to every Girl Scout.  What would you do for your sister Brownies to make their world better?

So Many Worlds of Girls

You probably belong to many different girl worlds.  Your Brownie group is one!  You may play on a soccer team or belong to a gymnastics or dance group.  If you ride a school bus, you may have a bus stop group.  You might have a group of girls with whom you eat lunch, or some girl cousins with whom you hang out.  All these groups are your girl worlds.  Name them here:

My girl groups

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
What we do together
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Food Can Remind You of a STORY . . .
In the flip side of this book, the Brownie friends visit Thailand.  Lots of foods in Thailand mix sweet and spicy flavors.  People there also mix salty foods with foods that are a little sour.  Sound yummy?  Try this dip from Thailand and see what you think.  If you think it could be better, change it!  Turn it into a story that you want to share!
Mango Dip
· 1 ripe mango, cut into chunks (ask an adult to cut it for you)

· 4 tablespoons coconut milk

· 1 teaspoon brown sugar

· 1 tablespoon fish sauce, or ¼ teaspoon salt

· 1 tablespoon lime juice

· ¼ teaspoon dried crushed chilies (like the red pepper put on pizza)
Mix everything together in a bowl then chill the dip in a refrigerator for at least an hour.  Bite-size pieces of cooked chicken or shrimp taste good dipped in this sauce, and so do chopped, fresh vegetables.
. . . or Tell a NEW Story   

Food that looks good usually tastes good.  It invites you in, like a good story.  “We eat with our eyes as much as with our taste buds and stomachs!” says Makiko Itoh.  Do you agree?

Makiko likes to be called Maki for short.  She was born in Japan and has lived all over the world.  When she lived in England, she was a Brownie.  Now she is an expert in making food look pretty.  She likes to fill a special Japanese lunch box, called a bento box, with colorful food cut into fun shapes.  Traditional bento boxes., called obentos  in Japan, use a variety of foods – rice along with meat, fish, or egg, and lots of fruits and vegetables.

Maki loves sharing the bento story! 
Make Your Own Bento
Make your friends or your younger sister or brother a bento.  Start by using your favorite cookie cutters to make little sandwiches in fun shapes, and to cut pieces of cheese and fruit into fun shapes, too.
ALL OUR STUFF Has Stories!

Good stories, and good clues, can be found in all sorts of things.  Hold a special stone in your had or wear a favorite bracelet.  Do these things remind you of a good feeling or a happy time?  What stories might they tell?

In a way, all the things we own have a story to tell.  Think of an umbrella going here and there, keeping you dry.  Or a can opener saying, “Here comes the tuna.  No.  It’s puppy food!  Or, “Ooh, peaches.  Yum.”

Now you try it!  Here’s some fun stuff.  What might each thing say about what it sees every day.






Jumping for clues!
With your Brownie friends, have some fun thinking up 

a jump rope rhyme that tells a story with a clue.  Start with . . .


Inventions are STORIES

That Change Things for the Better!
If you like to make things – and make things better – then you have plenty of stories to tell.  In fact, a story in search of a better ending is what inventions are all about!

Think of it this way:  Sometimes people see how things are and want to make them better.  So they create something new.  That’s an invention!

Just think about the story of cell phones – people wanted to talk to one another anytime, anywhere.  The invention of cell phones made that possible.

The Story of the Real Paper Bag Princess!

Once upon a time, there lived a girl named Margaret E. “Mattie” Knight.  She loved to make things.  When she saw ways for a kite or a sled to work better, she built them.  She even made a foot warmer to keep her grandmother’s feet cozy.

Mattie’s most famous gadget could cut and glue flat-bottomed paper bags.  It’s still used today, more than 130 years later!

When Mattie had an idea for a gadget, she drew it in a notebook and then made it.  If you could invent a gadget that makes a change for the better, what would it be?  Draw it in your worksheet pages.
When Mattie had an idea for a gadget, she drew it in a notebook and then made it.  If you could invent a gadget that makes a change for the better, what would it be?  Draw it on a plain piece of paper.
A BOOK LOVER with an EYE for CLUES
Madison Eve loves to read.  “I was in kindergarten when I knew I loved reading books,” she says.  By the time she was 9 and in third grade, she had read all seven Harry Potter books.
In the sixth Harry Potter book, Madison discovered a clue that could have changed things for the better for her favorite character, Ginny Weasley.  In the story, the evil Death Eaters destroy Ginny’s house.  “If she had asked others to help, she could have stopped them,” Madison says.

Madison sometimes helps friends with their reading.  “Kids will come up to me and ask what word means.  So I help them sound it out,” she says.

Sharing Is a Way

to CHANGE THINGS for the Better
Being a reading buddy to a friend is a way to share your skills and talents.  When you share what you know, you often learn new things, too.  Sharing’s a good thing to do with your Brownie friends, and with other people, too.

See if you can match the glues below with how to share to make things better.

TEAMING UP
Kiara Stephanie Woolfolk Ruiz is a Girl Guide.  She lives in Ensenada, which is a town in Mexico near the Pacific Ocean.  In Spanish, Girl Guides are called guiás.  Kiara’s favorite story is Prince Caspian: The Return to Narnia.  In it, girls work together as a team.  What Kiara really loves is that the girls don’t give up.  “When you are a young girl, you try to overcome all challenges.”  When girls work together toward one goal, Kiara says, “It’s easier to succeed.”
WINDOWS on the WORLD
Carolyn Marsden writes stories about places all around the world.  She and her husband, Pal, who grew up in Thailand, have two daughters, Maleeka and Preeya.  In school, Preeya was called “China” because her classmates thought she was Chinese.  That led Carolyn to write a story called The Gold-Threaded Dress.  In it, a Thai girl named Oy is teased for being different.  Oy wants to be friends with the children who tease her but doesn’t feel it is right to have to change herself.  She learns that she can be accepted for whom she is.
Carolyn has lots of ideas for stories.  She thinks of them as “airplanes lined up on a runway, ready to take off.” What story ideas do you have waiting on your runway?
Words START Stories, Words BUILD Stories!
Read each sentence below to figure out which letters fit in the blanks.  Then take the first letter of each word and put them together to spell a word that’s special on this journey!

Red, green, and blue are examples of these.

____
____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____

It’s where you can find lots of books – and lots of words!

____
____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  

When something isn’t right side up, it might be this.

____
____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____       ____  ____  ____  ____  

This is what you do when you’re hungry.

____
____  ____  ____  

You can tell them, and use them to make the world a better place!

____
____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  

How to Make the Change

YOU Want to See
As you hear a story and use its clue to make a change for the better, think about one girl in your community and how her life will be better because of what you are about to do.  And then follow the steps and tips on this checklist:

Find a clue on which you care enough to act.  How?  Look all around.  A clue can be something small, but it will make things better.

Make a team decision.  How?  Speak up.  Listen to what everyone has to say.  Then work together and agree on something most of your Brownie team wants to do.

Plan.  How?  Use your Planning Sheet (pages 38 – 40 of the journey book or the last part of the worksheets)to figure out the steps, and then decide who will do what.  Get some help from others!

Carry out your plan.  How?  Make sure each of your Brownie teammates has something to do.
LITERACY LIBRARY
Reading was always easy for Adele Ann Taylor. But it wasn’t easy for all of her classmates.  Adele wanted to change that story!
So when she was 13, she created Adele’s Literacy Library (www.adelsliteracylibrary.org).  Literacy means knowing how to read and write.  Adele wanted her literacy library to give all people the chance to enjoy good books.

What Adele likes best about reading is that it lets her use her imagination.  “When you read, you can go anywhere in the world,” Adele says.  “With reading, all things are possible.

Reaching Out in a Small Way Is Important!

“Mighty oaks from tiny acorns grow.”  What does this old saying mean?  It means that much bigger, greater things can grow from something as small as a seed!  So what you and your Brownie friends do together doesn’t have to be a big thing.  A small thing can be important, too!
Little Stories

ALL AROUND YOU
You’ve probably seen advertisements on television and at the movies.  Maybe you’ve heard them on the radio, too.  Advertisements, also called ads, are little stories that try to see you things.

Look – and listen – around you for a day or two for ads that have girls in them.  Keep track of them here.  Then talk with your Brownie friends about  what you’ve found and what you might like to change about the ads. 
   Where I Saw the Ad

What the Ad Sells

Do the Girls in the Ad











Look Like Me?
1 _______________

_______________
_______________

2 _______________
_______________
_______________

3 _______________
_______________
_______________


You change the world a little or a lot you get to tell a new story!  And your story will have important clues in it – clues that show that you have the power to make changes for the better!  That’s important!  The more people you share your clues with, the more people can get changes going.  That means more things can change for the better.  And that’s the Girl Scout story: making changes to make the world a better place!

So, whenever you create some change, be sure to tell the story of that change.  Storytelling is loads of fun.

Just think of all the ways you have heard stories and can tell stories.  Books, movies, cartoons, songs, dances, pictures, and games all tell stories.  

Think about who needs to hear your story.  Who will care the most about it?  You’ve started a change.  Who will keep it going?  The people interested in your story may be younger than you, your age, or older than you.  You could tell your story to a whole classroom full of people or you could tell it to just a few people.  You could even tell your story to people you don’t yet know.  It’s fun to meet new people – they can join you in making a change for the better!
How Will You Tell Your Story?

Once you know your story and your audience, you and your Brownie team can get creative in how you tell your story.  You might . . .

· Write a skit that tells your story and then act it out

· Make an ad that tells your story

· Write a song that tells the story and sing it as a group

· Make pictures that show the story of what you did

· Make hand puppets and use them to tell your story

· Make a video that tells your story

· Make up a game that tells your story

· Create an exhibit or a set of booths that tells your story

The world is filled with so many girls and so many stories.  Now, how about telling a story full of action, surprise, adventure, and fun – a story all about you and your place in the world of girls!
Express Your

There are many ways to tell your story.  Write down what you like to do and see with what ideas you can come up.  If you like to draw, paint, or doodle, you might make a painting, draw a self-portrait, or create a cartoon story.  If you play a musical instrument or love to sing, you might tell your story with a song, or by singing songs that your friends write.  If you like to act or make up voices and tell jokes, maybe you’ll perform in a play or give a speech.

Whatever you choose, be sure to show your audience how much it means to you to make a positive change in the world!

What I like to do:


How I can use what I like to do to tell my story:
______________
____________________________________

______________
____________________________________

______________
____________________________________

______________
____________________________________

______________
____________________________________

Your STRENGTHS and TALENTS

You have so many strengths and talents.  Think of all the things that have made you proud on this journey.

Ask the women in your life to tell you at least one strength or talent they see in you.  You might talk to your mother, your aunts, your grandmothers, your sisters, or a trusted teacher or neighbor.

Strengths and Talents I Have

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Strengths and Talents That Women in My Life See in Me

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
QUILTS THAT TELL STORIES

Faith Ringgold makes quilts that tell stories.  “My ideas come from thinking about my life,” Faith says.

One of her quilts is called “Tar Beach.”  It tells a story from Faith’s childhood on hot summer nights, when her father would put a mattress on the tar roof of their apartment building in New York City.  Her mother would spread a sheet and put pillows on top of the mattress.  Then Faith, her brother and sister and parents would lie down together on the roof to cool off.  From so high up, they could see lots of tall buildings and the George Washington Bridge.

In her story quilt, an 8-year-old girl dreams of owning the tall buildings and the bridge, and helping her parents have a better life.  Faith made her story of Tar Beach into a book, too.

Faith made her first painted quilt with her mother, Willi Posey, who taught her how to sew.
So Many Ways to MAKE Art

Look around you.  The women in your world express themselves in many ways.  They might sew, draw, or write poetry.  What can you learn from them?  And how can you take what you learn and add something to it to make it your own?
COMBINE Your Talents!
Sometimes it’s hard to choose just one way to express yourself.  Well, you don’t have to!  You could add fabric to a painting, like Faith Ringgold did.  You could dance and sing.  You could decorate the inside and outside of a box to make a little room that tells your story.

Ask yourself” how can I best show my place in the world of girls?  Look back at your “Express Your Best” list on page 32 to decide!
Girls in the WORLD,Girls in YOUR WORLD!

New York City is much bigger these days than when Faith Ringgold was a girl.  Around 4 million girls and women live there now.  In all the United States, there are more than 150 million women and girls!

Just for fun, count how many girls and women you see in one day.  Keep count here:

_____________________

Congratulations!

You Have a STORY to Tell!
You’ve explored the wide world of girls and how they fit in it.  You’ve heard lots of stories, found lots of clues, and used those clues to think about important changes in the world!

As you keep going in Girl Scouts, you’ll hear many more stories and many more clues.  The world is filled with stories, and those stories keep the world turning, ‘round and ‘round! 

One story you can always tell is the story of this journey.  Give it a try!

The story of this journey is _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Remember, Your Story Is Just

BEGINNING  . . .




You’ve seen that stories can give you ideas for what needs to change for the better.  And you know that making those changes is a way to improve things for girls all over the world.  You’re always on the lookout for how to make the world better.  That’s the story of being a Girl Scout!

Hear a Story

To earn the Hear a Story award, search your memory, your library, your favorite movies, TV shows, and books for one really great story that has a clue in it about something that needs to change.

The story you read or hear can be old or new.  It can take place near you or far, far away.  It can be from a storybook or something that really happened.  But the story you choose has something in it that needs to change – something you can make better in the world.

The story I found was ________________________________________________.

This story is about ___________________________________________________.

In this story, _________________________________________ needs to change.

By changing _________________________________________,the world for girls

will be better because ________________________________________________.

In my world, I could change this, too, by  ________________________________

__________________________________________________________________.
Change a Story

To earn the Change a Story award, you and your Brownie team act on a clue in a story, to change things for the better for girls in your world.

The story we chose together was __________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

The clue in the story was ________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
The change we decided to make for girls in our community was 

___________________________________________________________________
Tell a Story

To earn the Tell a Story award, you and your Brownie team describe to others how you heard a clue in a story and then changed the story for the better for girls in your won world.

My Brownie team talked about the best audience to hear our story.  We decided our audience should be _____________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
because _____________________________________________________________
We told our World of Girls story to this audience.

We explained that we are sharing our story to inspire others to keep the change going strong

BETTER World for Girls
These are some of the feelings I have when I think about better part of a world of girls:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I created a work of art to show what it means to me to be part of a world of girls.

I gave it this title: ____________________________________________________
I showed it to: _______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
This is how I would describe my work of art:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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A Good Story Can Make a Change for the Better!





A WORLD of GIRLS: How Do You Say GIRL in SPANISH ?





ASK AROUND!


WRITE IT HERE!








See if she wants to sit under a tree, where it’s cool.








A WORLD of GIRLS: How Do You Say GIRL in FRENCH ?





ASK AROUND!


WRITE IT HERE!








BEST!











A WORLD of GIRLS: How Do You Say GIRL in ITALIAN ?





ASK AROUND!


WRITE IT HERE!























photo here





CLUE





Offer to give her half your orange.








How I Can Share to


Make Things Better








A story begins, has a middle and end, 


with people or creatures 


who may become friends.





There’s a place where things happen, 


a mood dark or light, 


a sunshiny day or a cool moonlight night.





As you read, you may tingle 


and think you are there.  


You may see, hear, and feel things.


Good books make you care.





You’ve read many stories 


and heard many told.


Your favorites are stories 


that never grow old.





So, you turn has come.


Tell your story, please do!


It’s a wonderful tale of


the leader who is you !





Sofia is hungry because she forgot to bring her snack.








Ask if she’d like to draw a sand castle or build a castle out of blocks.








A WORLD of GIRLS: How Do You Say GIRL in DUTCH ?





ASK AROUND!


WRITE IT HERE!





A WORLD of GIRLS: How Do You Say GIRL in JAPANESE ?





ASK AROUND!


WRITE IT HERE!








Ana is sad because it’s raining and she can’t go to the beach.





Here’s a story you probably know that has a clue in it:


Once there was a girl named Little Red Riding Hood.  She walked alone through the forest to visit her grandmother, and on the way, she met a hungry wolf.





Kara is hot and tired.








A WORLD of GIRLS: How Do You Say GIRL in RUSSIAN ?





ASK AROUND!


WRITE IT HERE!
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